
  



 
South Dakota Veterans Cemetery 

Wreaths Across America Day  
Ceremony & Wreath Laying 

1100 – 16 DEC 2023 
Welcome & Moment of Silence 

Aaron Van Beek, South Dakota Veterans Cemetery Wreaths Across America Location Coordinator 

Presentation of the Colors* 

National Anthem* 

Pledge of Allegiance* 

Invocation 

Wreaths Across America Address 

Cemetery Address 
Erin Brown, South Dakota Veterans Cemetery Director 

Armed Forces Wreath Presentations 
Wreath Order: Army, Marines, Navy, Air Force, Space Force, Coast Guard 

POW/MIA Wreath Presentation 

Guest Speakers 

Final Address 

Rifle Volley & Taps* 

Retirement of the Colors*  

* = please stand if you are able 

GRAVE SPECIFIC requests have been marked with a BLUE flag. We ask that 
these wreaths be left for the families that sponsored their loved ones. 

  



THINGS TO KNOW FOR TODAY’S 
WREATH PLACEMENT: 

1. Remembrance Wreaths are in boxes throughout 
the cemetery. Wreaths are only for Veterans 
buried at the South Dakota Veterans Cemetery 
– please, do not place the wreath on spouses. 

2. Please do not drive your personal vehicle 
through the cemetery until all wreaths have 
been placed. 

3. Please start with only one wreath to allow all 
those in attendance the opportunity to honor a 
Veteran today. 

4. The red bow should be at the top of the wreath 
when placed up against the stone. The wreath 
should lay flat on the ground in front of the 
stone. 

5. BLUE FLAGS indicate a Veteran whose family 

has sponsored and requested to place that 
wreath. Please take a moment to say the name of 
that Veteran but refrain from placing a wreath 
to allow the family time with their loved one. 

We thank you for your cooperation and for 
helping us Remember, Honor, and Teach 

through today’s ceremony and wreath laying. 



INDIVIDUAL & FAMILY SPONSORS 
Aaron Osterbuhr 
Aaron Van Beek 
Allen Anderson 

Amber Hodkinson 
Anne & Dan Manning 

April Larson 
Audrey Marsh 
Barbara Opp 
Becky Miller 
Becky Sehr 

Beth Finzen-Przybys 
Betty Seth 
Bev Sievert 
Bill Dreyer 

Bonnie Sohm 
Brenda Dahlin 

Carol Bothe-Ramm 
Carol Pollema 

Carrie Van Genderen 
Charity Small 
Chelsea Schull 

Cherie Anderson 
Cheryl L Jacobs 
Cindy Maffei 
Clare Colby 

Danielle Hamann 
David Trei 

Dean Jackson 
Deana Kelly 

Deanna Poppe 
Debra Bodenstedt 
Deborah Johnson 
Diane Pinkelman 
Donna Bossman 

Elizabeth Zielenski 
Emily Stevenson 

Erin Dennis 
Ethelyn Fey 

Family of Wright Bailey 
Frances Getz 

Gary Steinbeck 
Gayle Frevert 

George Williams 
Grant & Cheryl Roderer 

Greg Miner 

James Bahnson 
Jan Seibel 
Jane Stoltz 

Janice Nolen 
Janis Janssen 
Jason Steen 
Jean Mowen 

Jeannie Luther 
Jennifer Petersen 

Jim & Georgia Bacon 
Jo Jean Preheim & Family 

Joanie Oldfield 
Joann Beaner 

John Derrington 
John Pierson 

Jolynn Hanson 
Judith Thompson 

Judy Petersen 
Julie Decker 
Kay Rallis 

Keli Hanson Stelley 
Kely Bonner 

Kenneth Bishop 
Lamer & Dykstra Family 

Larissa Lindemann 
Larry Zimmerman 

Laura Davis Kepper 
Laura McClellan 
Laurel Stringer 

LeRoy & Patsy Madsen 
Linda LeBorgne 

Lori Larson 
Lorin Pankratz 

Lynda Rise 
Mark & Kathy Sundvold 

Marsha Johnson 
Marvin Van Kekerix 

Mary Sandve 
Mary Shrader 
Megan Jonker 

Melissa Schoneboom 
Michael Perry 

Michele Flaherty 
Michelle Kent 

Michelle Larsen 

Michelle Wolf 
Mike Paulson 
Nancy Brown 

Nancy Engebretson 
Nancy Hallenbeck 
Nettie Sawatzky 
Noel Cummins 
Norma Larson 
Peter Dennis 
Peter Hauff 
Randy Rath 

Randy VanDerVorst 
Regan & Tami Ronning 

Renee Hochhalter 
Rhonda Caton 
Richard Geraets 

Rodney & Kathryn Brudvik 
Ronald Lenz 

Ronald Rubsam 
Ronda Laube 

Sandra Van Kekerix 
Sandy Frentz 
Sharon Brink 

Sharon Marie Dvoracek 
Sheri Thomas 
Sonya Herbert 
Stefanie Roth 

Sue Peters 
Susan Learning 
Susan Schneider 

Sylvia Hall 
Tara Padilla 

Thomas Martin 
Todd Person Family 

Tom Henle 
Virginia Wait 
Wendell Strom 

Anonymous Sponsor (3) 
 

*Sponsorships were current as 
of December 1, 2023. 

 
We apologize if we 

inadvertently missed or 
misspelled a sponsor.



BUSINESS & ORGANIZATION SPONSORS 
American Legion Auxiliary Unit 74 
American Legion Auxiliary Unit 911 

American Legion Post 174 
Conde Legion Auxiliary 

CRT Concrete 
Disabled American Veterans Arthur H Muchow Chapter No 1 

Grant County American Legion Auxiliary 
Johnnie Fonken American Legion Auxiliary 

Paralyzed Veterans of America North Central Chapter 
RSM - South Dakota 

Scott’s Lumber 
Sons of the American Legion Squadron 6 

Texas Instruments Foundation 
The Barrel House Sioux Falls 
Three Rivers VFW Post 4726 

Two Rivers American Legion Post 319 
VFW Auxiliary Unit 3164 
VFW Auxiliary Unit 7319 

VFW Post 6436 
VFW Post 7319 

Wakonda Legion Post 13 
Winner VFW Post 4674 and Auxiliary  

We would also like to thank the  
Lincoln County Composite Squadron Civil Air Patrol

for helping gather sponsorships alongside their regular  
fundraising this year.



THE STORY BEHIND 
WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA 

The tradition of laying wreaths to honor our Veterans during the holiday season 
began in 1992, when Morrill Worcester of Worcester Wreath Company (Harrington, 

Maine) was stuck with a number of extra wreaths at the close of the holiday season. 
Remembering a boyhood trip to the Nation’s Capital, and the sacred grounds of 
Arlington National Cemetery, he donated 5,000 wreaths to be placed at the 

headstones of an older section of the cemetery.  

What began as one man’s gesture, has now grown into a national movement - when 
in 2007 Wreaths Across America was formed as a non-profit.  Today, more than 

4,000 locations participate on a Saturday in December in laying the wreaths out of 
remembrance and respect for our nation's brave servicemen and women.  In truth, a 
person dies twice... Once when we take our final breath and later, the last time their 

name is spoken.  In 2021, the South Dakota Veterans Cemetery was officially opened 
on Memorial Day with burials beginning within the week after. Midwest Honor 
Flight partnered with Wreaths Across America in 2021 to bring this program to our 

local Veterans whose final resting place is within these hallowed grounds. 
Sponsorships are 100% tax deductible allowed by law. 

It’s more than simply decorating graves. It’s a silent message to all Veterans, their 

families, and those currently serving that we will REMEMBER their service, we will 
HONOR their lives, and we will TEACH future generations the importance of 
citizenship and how our freedoms have been preserved over time. This Christmas we 

will place over 400 at the South Dakota Veterans Cemetery. 

In our day in age where it seems like the values of freedom are becoming less and less, 
we challenge you all to take the time today to say the name of Veteran and thank 
them for the opportunity to live in the Land of the Free.  Join us next year with a 

sponsorship or volunteer on Saturday, December 14, 2024 at 11:00 AM for the 2024 
National Wreaths Across America Day here at the South Dakota Veterans Cemetery.  
Thank you for your attendance today, safe travels wherever you go, and may God 

continue to bless you, our Veterans, and the United States of America. 

We’d love to see your photos of today’s event.  When you have a chance, be sure to 
tag us in your photos on Instagram, check in with us on Facebook, and use the hashtag 

#WAA2023 to connect with the thousands of other volunteers nationwide. 



  



REMEMBER 

our fallen heroes 

HONOR 

those who served 

TEACH 

our children about the sacrifices made by Veterans  

and their families to preserve our freedoms 

 
South Dakota Veterans Cemetery 

PO Box 22 
Sioux Center, IA 51250 

www.midwesthonorflight.org/wreaths 
wreaths@midwesthonorflight.org 

 

 
Proud Partnering Organization 


